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Although College Station has a lower percentage of elderly households in poverty, the proportion of 

impoverished elderly men and women is quite different. Across the State of Texas, almost two-thirds of 

elderly in poverty is women. Locally, females make up nearly the entire population subset (Figure 3-6). 

 

Figure 3-6. Percentage of Elderly In Poverty By Gender Comparative Overview 

 

 
 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-year Estimates (2007-2011) 

 

HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING FEDERAL ASSISTANCE  

Another way to look at the income-limited population is through the provision of certain types of 

governmental assistance (Table 3-3). A small percentage of households in College Station receive aid through 

Supplemental Security Income, Cash Public Assistance Income, and Food Stamps/SNAP. The purposes of those 

federal programs are as follows: 

 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) – funded by general tax revenues, it is designed to help aged, 

blind, and disabled people who have little to no income by providing cash to meet basic necessities 

 Cash Public Assistance Income – includes cash benefits through Temporary Assistance to Needy 

Families, or TANF 

 Food Stamps/SNAP – now known as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, SNAP offers 

noncash benefits as a hunger safety net 

Table 3-3. Households Receiving Assistance Comparative Overview 

Households by Type of Assistance 
Texas Brazos County College Station 

Estimate Percent Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total Households 8,667,807  67,612  31,832  

     With Supplemental Security Income 342,218 3.9% 1,931 2.9% 537 1.7% 

     With Cash Public Assistance Income 147,320 1.7% 1,806 2.7% 218 0.7% 

     With Food Stamp/SNAP Benefits 969,004 11.2% 6,183 9.1% 1,252 3.9% 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-year Estimates (2007-2011) 
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Of these programs, SNAP is the most utilized among each jurisdiction. In College Station, 1,252 households 

receive this type of assistance. The county exceeds the state in Cash Public Assistance Income, though 

relatively fewer households in the city depend on such benefits. The percentage of elderly (60 years and over) 

households in College Station receiving SNAP is about half that of total households at 2%. 

 

Although not many households receive SSI in College Station (1.7%), the average amount received is $8,125 

annually (Figure 3-7), or approximately $677 per month. For those who are elderly and/or disabled, this could 

potentially be their only source of income. Conversely, the level of cash assistance is quite a bit lower in 

College Station; about a third lower than Brazos County or the State of Texas. 

 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-year Estimates (2007-2011) 

 

LOW INCOME AND THE CSISD 

Enrollment growth at College Station ISD is a byproduct of the continued rise in population in the city overall 

(Figure 2-7). As previously discussed, the school district offers a desirable public school system with many 

high-achieving campuses. From 2008 to 2012, district enrollment increased by nearly 11%. Coinciding with 

that growth, the percentage of students “economically disadvantaged”
2
 increased from 31.42% in 2008-2009 

to 35.13% in 2011-2012, a rise of 3.71% (Table 3-4). The greatest year-to-year increase occurred from 2010-11 

to 2011-12, the most recent data available.  

                                                                 

2
 An “economically disadvantaged” student comes from a family with an annual income below a level which is based on 

low-income thresholds according to family size published by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, adjusted annually for changes 
in the Consumer Price index, and adjusted by the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
(http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/geneticmedicine/residency/Disadvantaged.html). In the CSISD, an economically 
disadvantaged student is eligible for free or reduced-price lunch or eligible for other public assistance, as defined in the 
Texas Education Agency's Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) Data Standards. Eligibility for free or 
reduced-price lunch or other public assistance is reported for each student at the time of enrollment and is used as a proxy 
for economically disadvantaged status.  (College Station ISD January 2011 School District Summary) 
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Figure 3-7. Household Average Annual Assistance by Type  
Comparative Overview 
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http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/geneticmedicine/residency/Disadvantaged.html
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Table 3-4. Economically Disadvantaged Students in College Station ISD 2008-2012 

Year 

Eligible for 
Free Meals 

Eligible for 
Reduced Meals 

Other 
Economically 

Disadvantaged 

Not 
Economically 

Disadvantaged 
Total 
Count 

Count % Count % Count % Count % 

2008-2009 1,254 12.85% 613 6.28% 1,198 12.28% 6,691 68.58% 9,756 

2009-2010 1,337 13.24% 658 6.51% 1,338 13.24% 6,769 67.01% 10,102 

2010-2011 1,295 12.29% 568 5.39% 1,665 15.80% 7,007 66.51% 10,535 

2011-2012 3,077 28.48% 643 5.95% 76 0.70% 7,009 64.87% 10,805 

Source: College Station ISD 

Furthermore, US Census data reveals that 15.5% of the school-age population enrolled in elementary and 

secondary education is in poverty, with the highest concentrations of poverty-stricken students in 

kindergarten (28.7%) and high school (17.8%, Figure 3-8). The numbers in parentheses estimate the actual 

number of low-income students per level of school. 

 

 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-year Estimates (2007-2011) 

Economically disadvantaged students drop out of school at a higher rate and score lower on standardized 

tests than students who do not face such disadvantages.  Over a five-year period, economically disadvantaged 

students in CSISD Grades 9 – 12 were twice as likely to drop out of school (Figure 3-9). Dropout rates are 

declining, but the disparity remains between students who are economically disadvantaged and those who are 

not. 

15.5% 

11.0% 

28.7% 

15.8% 

11.7% 

17.8% 

Total (1,582) 

Nursery school, preschool (125) 

Kindergarten (205) 

Grade 1 to grade 4 (444) 

Grade 5 to grade 8 (347) 

Grade 9 to grade 12 (461) 

Figure 3-8. Number and Percentage of Students  
Below Poverty Level in College Station 
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Source: College Station ISD, AEIS (2009-2012) 

Multi-year performance on the statewide Texas 

Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS, for 

all students in the 11
th

 Grade is displayed in Figure 

3-10. The test is administered at multiple grade 

levels throughout the district, but for the sake of 

brevity, only students nearing completion of their 

high school studies are considered here. Scores 

are improving annually, but nonetheless, 

economically disadvantaged students are not 

performing as well as their peers, with 13% fewer 

meeting the TAKS standard in 2012. 

 

 

Source: College Station ISD, AEIS (2009-2012)
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Figure 3-9. Annual Dropout Rate for College Station ISD (Grades 9-12) 
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Figure 3-10. College Station ISD 11th Grade Students  
Meeting TAKS Standard on All Tests  2007-08 to 2011-12 

District Economically Disadvantaged 

Jane Smith  

Jane comes from a single parent/low income 

household herself. She dropped out of high 

school her junior year when she became 

pregnant and has not completed her GED.  She 

would like to take GED classes offered through a 

program at the Brazos Valley Council of 

Governments but cannot seem to find the time.  
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